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“Let’s Get Real” 
 Khandice Lofton & Zion Savory, J.D. Candidates, May 2021  
Advisor: Maureen Anderson  
 
Origin  
In late May, 2020, our country was 
rocked by the widely shared video of 
George Floyd’s death while in police 
custody. In the midst of the frenzied 
social climate, the leaders of the 
University of Dayton School of Law’s 
(“UDSL”) Black Law Students 
Association (“BLSA”) released a 
public statement on the death, and 
furthermore saw a need for a 
community conversation. To resolve 
this issue, BLSA, in conjunction with 
the law school administration 
launched a series of Zoom sessions 




“Let’s Get Real” is dedicated 
to providing an outlet for 
open, honest and 
occasionally tough 
conversations about race 
relations in America. Our 
goal is to bring the students, 
faculty, and administrators 
from the University of 
Dayton School of Law and 
members of the Dayton 
legal community together 
for meaningful 
conversations grounded on 
hot button social justice 
topics and issues that 
majorly affect minority and 
black demographics. It is 
our intention that these conversations will not only lead to a shift in thought, 




The legal system and those who are a part of it have a direct impact on the 
social issues we fight for today. Whether it be criminal justice, prison reform, 
civil rights activism, legislation, or healthcare; virtually every social system has 
a direct impact on social climate and race relations. If anyone has a chance to 
change these systems for the better, it is those in the legal community. 
Attorneys, Judges, politicians, legislators, even law students and their 
professors, are individuals in a position to bring about real and effective 
change. “Let’s Get Real” allows UDSL students to share their thoughts and 
experiences with classmates and members of the community in hopes of 
redirecting social biases, stereotypes based on racial constructs, and to discuss 
action plans for important localized social concerns.  
The series also educates and informs the community about the history, impact, 
and lasting effects of racism in America.  
 
Topics & Speakers  
- (Session 1) Let’s Get Real: “Open and Honest Conversation about Race 
Relations in America” [Check-in] 
- (Session 2) Let’s Get Real: “Our America: A Historical Look at Race, 
Racialization, and the Subsequent Systems at Play” 
- (Session 3) Let’s Get Real: “The System of Policing: The History and 
Discussion of Policing Black Americans” 
- (Session 4) Let’s Get Real: “A Look at Black Equity and Equality in 
American Democracy”  








- Rodney W. Jacobs – Assistant Director for the City of Miami Civilian                    
Investigative Panel (CIP); UDSL Alum. (Session 4) 
- Malikeya Khantrece – Adjunct Professor UDSL; Mitigation 
Specialist/Investigator for the Western District of Pennsylvania, Capital 
Habeas Unit; UDSL Alum. (Sessions 2 & 5) 
- Khandice Lofton – Vice President & Zion U. Savory – President, Black Law 
Students Association; J.D. Candidates, May 2021. (Sessions 1 &  3)
 
